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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in responsive to the amendment filed on 10/24/2008. Claims 9 and 
16 were cancelled. Claims 1, 3, 5-6, 8, 10-12, 14-15, and 17-25 are pending and have 
been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5, 8, 10-12, 14-15, 17-21, 23, and 25 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Toot (Flash 5 by Macromedia, as evidenced by 
Michael Toot . Flash 5 In an Instant, Published in December 2001 by IDG Books.) 

Claim 1,10, 25: Toot discloses a method for representing menu buttons in a menu for 
controlling the presentation of video data stored on a storage medium, the menu 
buttons having one out of three states, the states being normal, selected or activated, 
wherein (pg. 167: Up, Over, Down, Hit) the video data are (pg. 178, short movie clip) 
presented on a display according to a given video frame rate (it is inherent that the 
video data, short movie clip, would have a frame rate), the method comprising the steps 
of 



Application/Control Number: 10/550,262 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

a. retrieving from said storage medium data describing the menu buttons, the data 
comprising, for each button, image data (pg. 172-174); 

b. retrieving from said storage medium a value representing a relative rate (pg. 174, 
e.g. 1 2.0 fps) for animating a sequence of pictures (pg. 1 74, button animation), 
wherein the rate is relative (it is inherent that there would be an implicit 
relationship (relative) between 'the rate' and the 'video frame rate', e.g. 0.5, 1 .0, 
2.0, etc.) with respect to the video frame rate; and 

c. representing the menu buttons on said display (pg. 174-177), 

d. wherein a menu button is represented by different images corresponding to 
different image data depending on its state being normal, selected or activated 
(pg. 172), and 

e. wherein the image data representing a particular menu button state includes a 
sequence of pictures (pg. 174-176, button animation, e.g. leaf spin) the 
sequence of pictures being animated according to said relative rate. 

Claim 3, 1 1 : Toot discloses the method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein for a particular 
state of a menu button, said sequence of pictures representing said button is repeated 
as long as the button remains in particular state (pg. 174-176: Leaf Spin.) 

Claim 5, 12, 15: Toot discloses the method as claimed in claim 1 wherein a sound or 
sound sequence is associated to a particular state of a particular menu button, the 
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sound or sound sequence being played back upon entry of the button into the 
associated state (pg. 168.) 

Claim 8, 14: Toot discloses the method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said storage 
medium comprises a data segment defining a page composition, the data segment 
containing said data representing the menu buttons (pg. 169) and said value 
representing a rate for animating a sequence of pictures (pg. 169, "12.0 fps.") 

Claim 17, 19: Toot discloses the method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said data 
describing the menu buttons further comprise two region identifiers per button state 
(scaling from a larger to small region, pg. 168), and each button image is addressable 
through at least one of said region identifiers (pg. 168.) 

Claim 18, 20: Toot discloses the method as claimed in claim 17 wherein said two region 
identifiers per button state specify a range of regions (from a larger to smaller, pg. 168), 
and each of the two region identifiers addresses a button image of said sequence of 
pictures (pg. 168.) 

Claim 21, 23: Toot discloses the method as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising the 
step of setting, according to said retrieved value, the relative rate for animating 
sequence of pictures (pg. 169, "12.0 fps.") 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 6, 22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Toot (Flash 5 by Macromedia, as evidenced by Michael Toot , Flash 5 In an Instant, 
Published in December 2001 by IDG Books) in view of Franklin (Flash 5! Creative Web 
Animation, Published December 22, 2000 by Macromedia Press.) 

Claim 6: Toot discloses the method as claimed in claim 5. However, Toot does not 
explicitly disclose wherein the sound is a speech sequence. Franklin teaches with 
regard to the same Flash 5 application, including wherein the sound associated with a 
state of a menu button is a speech sequence (Chapter 5, 4 th paragraph: "vocal track".) 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the disclosures of Toot and Franklin . One would have 
been motivated to combine the teachings of Toot and Franklin as Franklin was a 
disclosure on the same Flash 5 application as in Toot . 

Claim 22, 24: Toot discloses the method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said relative 
rate at which the sequence of pictures is animated is an integer fraction (e.g. 1/4, 1/8, 
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4/1, or 8/1, etc.; i.e. all possible real values) of the video frame rate. However, Toot 
does not explicitly disclose wherein said relative rate at which the sequence of pictures 
is animated is lower than the video frame rate. Franklin teaches with regard to the same 
Flash 5 application, including wherein said relative rate (i.e. button animation, pg. 4 of 8 
indicates that the relative rate (fps) can be set to any frame rate, including one that is 
lower than the short movie clip video frame) at which the sequence of pictures is 
animated is lower than the video frame rate (the short movie clip.) Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the disclosures of Toot and Franklin . One would have been motivated to 
combine the teachings of Toot and Franklin as Franklin was a disclosure on the same 
Flash 5 application as in Toot . 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3, 5-6, 8, 10-12, 14-15, and 17-25 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Steven P Sax/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 

AB 

January 13, 2009 
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